
The deadline to sign up to volunteer is April 10.

The event takes place on Wednesday, May 3 from 8:30 am to 3 pm:

Seniors are required to be at their residence during the project and are excited for you to help them! 

8:30 am: Kickoff
8:45-11:30 am: Morning project
11:30-Noon: Lunch
Noon-3 pm: Afternoon project
3 pm: Dismissal

Sign up to volunteer!

This new event, hosted by the Barnesville Area Community Fund, arranges volunteers
to go to the homes of senior community members to help them with outdoor
projects.

Washing windows/removing storm windows
Raking leaves/trimming shrubs
Cleaning garden/flower beds
Small exterior painting
Small repair work
Cleaning gutters
Cleaning air conditioner units
Cleaning community parks

When:

What:
The goal is to help seniors that can't manage outdoor projects on their own. We will also rely on
volunteers to assist with small community park projects. Volunteers can assist with completing a
variety of outdoor tasks, such as: 

Sign up
to volunteer!

  We’re looking for a few        We’re looking for a few      
    Business Sponsors!!    Business Sponsors!!

Interested?
Dionne Merkens     218.354.2704
Karen Lauer   218.354.2145  

GRANTS AWARDED FOR SCHOOL PROJECTS
       Through the School Foundation arm of the Barnesville Area 
Community Fund, teachers are able to apply for grants to fund projects, 
equipment and activities not covered through the School District 
budget.  In November, $480 was awarded for the purchase of five 
Apple pencils.  Teachers interested in applying for grants should contact 
School Foundation Chair Ryan Tonsfeldt at 218.354.2378.     

DATE SET FOR 2024 DAY OF CARING   
	 Based on the positive response from senior citizens and BHS 
students after its inaugural event in May 2023, we’re planning to 
coordinate the 2nd Annual Day of Caring on May 1, 2024. 
      				                  This special day is an opportunity 
				               for students to help seniors and 
				               disabled people in the Barnesville 	
				               area with window cleaning, raking 	
				               and yard clean-up.  		
					     Watch for info on how to apply 	
				               for assistance in February.

 

THREE COMMUNITY PROJECTS SELECTED FOR 
2024 GIVING HEARTS DAY! 
	 Earlier this year, the Barnesville Area Community Fund invited local 
non-profits to submit project ideas for Giving Hearts Day.  From those 
applications the Advisory Board selected THREE fabulous projects:
        •  Fire Department - purchase new cordless Jaws of Life to rescue
		   individuals in serious car accidents
        •  Friends of the Library - upgrades to the children’s area, new 		
	          comfortable seating throughout and meeting room upgrades
        •  FFA Alumni & Supporters - purchase of a food trailer so that 
	          FFA students can fundraise at regional events         
One longtime Giving Hearts Day sponsor Dr. Katie Ptak said,  
      “Wow!  Those are three great projects that will impact a lot of 		
       people throughout the community for a long time.  What a good   	
	 idea - I’m proud to support Giving Hearts Day again in 2024!” 

LEADERSHIP BARNESVILLE IS UNDERWAY! 
	 In September, 26 individuals participated in the Leadership 
Barnesville opening retreat held at the Character Challenge Course 
in Park Rapids.  Participants attend monthly sessions which include 
a Barnesville business tour and presentation on leadership topics, in 
addition to completing community project prior to March 2024.                   

FallFall

2023 Touching People’s Lives.
 Making a Difference.
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Back row:  Evan Nosal, Josh Wiczek, Scott Wright, Natalie Thompson, Dan Eggiman, Kraig Archambeau, 
David Teeples, Erika Haataja, Ben Schumann; Middle row: Jen Pickett, Amanda Korynta, Lindsey Rotz, 
Averil Whiteford, Kya Anderson, Crystal Henderson, Josh Schroeder, Lindsay McLeod; Front row:  Jon 
Ellerbusch, Emily Holmes, Noah Stanford, Josh Anderson, Katie Schultz, Joel Voxland, Alli Delheimer, 
Christie Lewandoski, Amelia Lemar, Jenna Crabtree 

     Coming
MAY 1, 2024
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Photo by Prairie Edge Photography



BARNESVILLE EVENT CENTER TAKING SHAPE!           	
       In February 2023, generous donors raised $72,692 for the 
renovation of the former American Legion building by the City of 
Barnesville into what will now 
be called the Barnesville Event 
Center.  Over the last few months 
a significant amount of work has 
been done to make the restrooms 
ADA compliant, update the kitchen, reinsulate the walls and ceiling 
and replace the floors.  
        As with any remodeling project, there are always a few surprises.  
It is hoped that the project will be completed in early 2024.   
        
  

GRANT PROVIDED TO BARNESVILLE BIO GIRLS  
	 In July a $1,500 grant was provided to BIO Girls to help launch 
this new initiative in the community.
   Fargo-based BIO Girls (“Beautiful Inside and Out”) provides 
confidence building & preventive mental health programs to girls in 
grades 2-6. The program is an all-volunteer effort led by volunteer 
site directors Annie Sauvageau & Victoria Lau in Barnesville, in 
combination with many local mentors.        
     Betsy Stadick, BIO Girls Grant Manager, was thrilled with the 
award provided through the Barnesville Area Community Fund, 
       “BIO Girls is so grateful for the support of the Barnesville 
Area Community Fund in our very first season here.  Their 
support helps give our program credibility. It also brings 
attention to our efforts to increase the self-esteem and 
improve their mental health for as many girls as possible in 
the Barnesville area.  Thank you!” 

CONSIDER A GIFT TODAY!  
Gifts to the Barnesville Area Community Fund are accepted throughout the 
year.  All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  Donors may 
choose to make a secure online gift or simply mail a check.  Checks should be 
made out to West Central Initiative with BACF in the memo line.

FUND DRIVE RAISES $207,552!  	             	      
      In September, the Barnesville Area Community Fund kicked off 
their fall Fund Drive with a goal to raise $200,000.  Over 220 donors 
committed $207,552 in cash and pledges!  A huge Thank You to all 
that contributed, but in partiucular the lead donors - Barnesville Lions, 
Midwest Bank, Dean’s Bulk Service Inc., Lind Family Foundation, City 
of Barnesville, Barnesville Grocery, Bell Bank, Knights of Columbus, 
Stoneridge Software and Lake Region Healthcare.   
        Advisory Board Chair Dionne Merkens, is grateful for the support, 
     “We are so appreciative of the generous donors who made 
made their support of our mission a priority.......Together we 
can accomplish so much more!”  
      Fund drives are held every four years.  These dollars raised will fund 
grants, scholarships, projects and activities from 2024 through 2027!  

HALL OF HONOR RECOGNIZES ACHIEVEMENTS 
   In conjunction with 2023 Homecoming Week activites, the Hall 
of Honor event recognized Barnesville High School graduates, 
community members and faculty for their achievements.     
     Inducted into the Barnesville Hall of Honor this year were Steve 
Hilgers, Duane Rossett, Beth Stangeland Randklev, the 1982 Boys and 
Girls Track Teams, and the 2010 Barnesville Trojans football team.
    Nominations for the annual Hall of Honor event are accepted on an 
ongoing basis.  The form is available on the community fund website.

YEAR END GIVING OPPORTUNITIES!
      As we approach the end of the year, consider these opportunities 
to support the Barnesville Area Community Fund.  Donate appreciated 
stock instead of cash. Think about gifting stocks held for over a year 
because this can eliminate capital gains tax and maximize the impact of 
your contribution.
      If you’re 70½ or older, donating your Qualified Charitable Distributions 
(QCDs) to the Barnesville Area Community Fund can reduce your taxes!

THANK YOU JAMIE BUCHOLZ!
       Jamie Bucholz recently stepped down from our Advisory  
Board. In addition to being an active board member, 
Jamie was also the treasurer for the last two years.  We 
thank Jamie for her commitment and service! 

Back: Ryan Tonsfeldt, Craig Samuelson, Maggie Foster; Front: Marla Field, Dave Gross, Dionne Merkens Back:  Mentor Alison Sizer, Liv Schmitz and Charleigh Durensky participate in 5K Run 2023 Hall of Honor recipients:  Duane Rossett, Steve Hilgers and Beth Stangeland Ranklev

GIVING HEARTS DAY RAISES $67,169
     The Barnesville Area Community Fund participated in Giving Hearts 
Day on February 10.  Exceeding all expectations, over $67,000 was 
raised to construct a Community Activity Court, located east of 
Atkinson Elementary.            
       Construction is expected to start soon 
on the activity court project which will 
include striping for basketball, four square 
and hopscotch, and a pickleball court.  The 
area will be used for physical education 
classes and Kids Club during the day, but is 
also available to the general public when 
school isn’t in session.
     For her contributions, GHD volunteer 
Jamie Bucholz was honored by Dakota 
Medical as an “Awesome Ambassador.” 

OVER $60,000 AWARDED TO 33 SENIORS!  
 On May 24, Barnesville Educational Scholarships for Tomorrow 
(BEST) participated in Senior Awards Day and presented scholarships 
totalling $60,250 to 33 BHS seniors.  Included in that amount 
were many “Named Scholarships” provided by generous donors.  
Among them was Matthea Jablonsky, who received the Knights of 
Columbus Jonah Kletsch Memorial Scholarship.
    These scholarships are truly life changing, not only for the dollars 
but that fact that people believe in the students.  
   Alexandria Hegewald, who also received scholarships said, 
  “Your generosity has inspired me to help others; you have 
lightened my financial burden, allowing me to focus more on the 
important aspect of school: learning!”                

WELCOME THERESA!
    Joining the 11 member Barnesville Area Community Fund Advisory 
Board is Theresa Halverson. Theresa, her husband Matt and family live 
just outside Barnesville.  Theresa is the Human Resource Director at Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative in Pelican Rapids.   

BARNESVILLE FOOD PANTRY RECEIVES GRANT  
     Food insecurity is a significant challenge, including right here in the 
Barnesville area.  The Barnesville Area Food Pantry has launched a new 
Summer Lunch Program to make lunches available to children in the 
Barnesville area.  The meals are prepared at our Our Savior’s Church and 
are given out at Blue Eagle Park.  
    The Barnesville Area Community Fund provided a $550 grant for the 
purchase of a rolling cooler, garden trailer and other equipment.       
        Megan Bauer, Food Pantry Board Chair is grateful for the support, 
     “The Summer Lunch Program has been well received and is 
providing lunch to so many kids who would have gone through the 
day hungry - thank you for providing start-up funds!” 

CHILDCARE PROVIDERS RECEIVE FLOWERS!
    Quality childcare is critical to retain and attract young families to 
the community.  National Childcare Provider Appreciation Week is  
celebrated each May.  In appreciation, this year our Advisory Board 
members delivered potted geraniums to all the childcare providers 
in the Barnesville area, including three new home based providers.
    It was fun to surprise the providers and say thank you!  When one 
young childcare provider opened the door, she started to say, 
“You must have the wrong house....no one ever sends me flowers!”      

NEW STRATEGIC PARTNERS GROUP!
    By involving other community leaders in our Strategic Planning process, 
we learned that by different groups coming together and working 
together, we can be stronger as a community - thus was born the idea 
of creating a Strategic Partners group made up of the Barnesville City 
Council, Barnesville School Board, Barnesville EDA, Barnesville Main 
Street Program, as well as the Barnesville Area Community Fund.  
    The first gathering of the group was held on April 5.  Moving forward,  
representatives of these groups will come together three times a year to 
share ideas and dreams, as well as collaborate on projects that will make 
Barnesville an even better place to live, work and play! 

DAHMS BALLFIELD PROJECT
      Earlier this year a group of parents formed an ad hoc committee to 
discuss improvements to the softball field at Dahm’s Park - located just to 
the east of Blue Eagle Lake.  Project plans include a crow’s nest similar to 
Reed Field which would also include restrooms.  These improvements are in 
addition to a new batting cage, scoreboard and backstop fencing.
     Scheels presented a matching grant opportunity if $72,860 could be 
raised locally.  Both the school district and the City of Barnesville made 
financial commitments to the $145,000 project.  
The Barnesville Area Community Fund was 
pleased to provide a $2,500 grant for the project, in 
addition to serving as the fiscal agent for the 
fundraising activities.
     Last week it was confirmed that the local 
match was raised and Scheels will  provide 
the $72,860 in matching funds.  The project is 
expected to be completed in Spring 2022.
     We are excited to be part of the project!

ALL SCHOOL REUNION - JUNE 24 & 25  
 The last All School Reunion was held in 2004.  That event was 
sponsored by the Barnesville Area Community Fund.  With the completion 
of the $27 Million school project, the Community Fund decided it was 
time to once again invite all the BHS alumni back home to check it out!
      The dates have been set for Friday, June 24 and Saturday, June 25.  
The  reunion committee has been meeting to plan all the events which will 
include tours of the school, Saturday brunch, alumni choir concert, golf 
tournament and much more!    
        Updates of All School Reunion activities will be posted on the special 
Facebook page - BHS All School Reunion 2022 and the BACF website. 
Questions?  Contact our office at 218.354.2145.                     

CONSIDER A GIFT TODAY!  
Gifts to the Barnesville Area Community Fund are accepted throughout the 
year.  All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  Donors may 
choose to make a secure online gift or simply mail a check.  Checks should be 
made out to West Central Initiative with BACF in the memo line.

Secure online gifts can be made at:  
barnesvilleareacommunityfund.com
or just snap on this QR code!

WELCOME AARON, THANKS ANDY!
    Joining the eleven member Advisory Board is Aaron Christensen.  Aaron 
and his wife Christa moved here in 2020.  Aaron is a chaplain for LB Broen Home 
and is an active MN National Guard member.  After six years of service 
on the Advisory Board and his recent election to the Barnesville School 
Board, Andy Maier has stepped down.  Welcome Aaron, Thanks Andy!

      

YES, I Want to Help the Barnesville Area Community Fund!

Name________________________________ Address______________________________________________

City________________________State______  Zip___________ Phone________________________________

 Community Needs   BEST Scholarships   Humanitarian Fund  

I understand that my donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by the Internal Revenue Service.

I would like more information about Planned Giving Opportunities

                                                                                                                                    Mail to: Barnesville Community Fund  |  Post Office Box 461  |   Barnesville, MN  56514

Email______________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed please find my check for $    I would like my gift to go to the following area:

$5,000 GRANT GIVEN FOR GRAND PIANO!  
 The Barnesville Area Community Fund has years of expertise in the area 
of fundraising and we are happy to assist others in the community build 
foundations under their dreams.  This summer we were approached by the 
Barnesville Public Schools music instructors about their dream to purchase a 
grand piano for the new auditorium.  
        It is only fitting that the auditorium should have a quality instrument that 
would match this beautiful new space!  Poppler’s Music along with Yamaha in 
Grand Forks has offered the district a nearly 50% discount on a new Yamaha 
C7X grand piano, but the cost of the grand piano is still $46,000.          
           Besides offering technical assistance in creating a fundraising plan, the BACF 
provided a $5,000 gift towards the purchase of the piano. If you’re interested in
making a financial gift towards the grand piano, you can send a check to the 
Barnesville Area Community Fund, with “grand piano” in the memo line.       
        Jennifer Gylland, School Vocal Instructor is grateful for the support, 
     “Without the Community Fund we wouldn’t have known 
where to start....we’re now executing on a plan to reach out 
to those who support the Arts in Barnesville!”                

FIREFIGHTERS AWARDED $1,500 GRANT
 26 dedicated volunteers of the Barnesville Fire Department are ready 
24/7/365 to respond to all emergency needs in the Barnesville area - both 
in the city and rural areas.  In addition to manpower, access to quality 
equipment is critical.  In November, the Barnesville Area Community 
Fund was pleased to award a $1,500 grant to purchase a new nozzle for 
the Barnesville Fire Department’s  fire hose.  It is through the generous 
donations of our donors that funds are available to support the emergency 
services in our area.       

WE’RE INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY!
    The Advisory Board is always looking for ways to connect with Barnesville 
area residents!  Over the summer you probably saw us handing out water at 
the Barnesville Community Picnic and teaming up with the Barnesville EDA to 
staff a booth at the Barnesville Potato Days.  Where will you see us next?

___Community Needs       ___BEST Scholarships         ___Humanitarian Fund       ___Performing  Arts Fund

BarnesvilleBarnesville  
      BelieversBelievers  


